"Him bring some weapons for de war," Ajax said. "In
de spring we fight de Persians; we cut deir treats, I

rink."

The ships drew into the wharf as she reached the
Water-Gate. She was met by the landlady, with the
news, that a gentleman had come to see her, and was
waiting at the end of the road. For an instant she
thought that Silpi had been attracted, and had followed
her out; she then saw that it was Peter, still intent on a
bargain,

"See," he said, coming up to her. "I your friend, see?
I see my friend, see, about them things. He give perhaps
twenty piece for that one. You give me them settings,
see. I give you twenty piece, see, and chance he give me
twenty. I run the risk, see, because I like you. I not do
it for anyone. You give me the piece, see, and I give you
twenty piece. Why you turn away? I go all over The
City to see my friend and try to sell your thing. I your
friend, see? I go up and down, and wear out my shoes,
to get you a good price. I give twenty piece. You let
me take all you have, maybe I give you something hand-
some thrown in."

She got rid of him by going indoors. He hung about
outside, walking up and down and sometimes calling out
from the street, that he would give twenty, though he
would lose money by it, but didn't mind doing that for
a friend. He stayed there for more than two hours.

When he had gone Theodora walked along the wharf.
The two white despatch ships now lay alongside; both
were crowded with labourers discharging cargo of some
sort by sling, tackle or hand. The nature of the cargo
could not be told: it was all boxed and baled. She walked
past them, going westwards along the wharf, and pre-
sently sat upon a bench, not far from the ships, to watch